
                                                                          
 
1) How Can We Trust That the Bible We Have Today Is What God Originally Inspired? 
James White
   https://youtu.be/l8EUtEt7RX8?si=0_JqXsT1nUAqH2Tx                  
                                                    
 2) Can I Trust the Bible - Episode 1                               
 https://youtu.be/QhVPBNBAGY0?si=QPekmJx4dSkRQr2t

3) Can I Trust the Bible - Episode 2                 starts at 0:57
  https://youtu.be/KkmLCWeORaQ?si=T7MqrHaHd0WPsfY-&t=57

4) The Reliability of The Bible                                          
 https://youtu.be/qAH_-Du2428?si=Joi3C_hrrQWgeQeU

5) How Do You Prove the Bible Is True?  (John MacArthur)                  
 https://youtu.be/DrPN4miqBLo?si=un6mNWrmyasGE6m3

********************************************
BJU Seminary article (The title of the article will throw us for loop, but read 
it... it will resolve itself!!) 
https://seminary.bju.edu/theology-in-3d/the-men-who-wrote-scripture-were-not-inspire
d-by-god/

[2Ti 3:16-17 LSB] 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God 
may be equipped, having been thoroughly equipped for every good work.

[Jer 29:13 NASB95] 13 'You will seek Me and find [Me] when you search for Me with 
all your heart.
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Can I take a minute to correct a misunderstanding that I commonly hear when students are talking about the 
doctrine of inspiraƟon? They oŌen refer to the fact that the authors whom God prepared in his providence and 
led through the Holy Spirit to write Scripture were “inspired by God.” 

I was reminded of this misunderstanding this past week as I read student discussion posts. One student wrote, 
“The scribes were not inspired but only the original authors were inspired.” Another said, “The Bible was 
wriƩen under inspiraƟon.” Yet another, “I believe that the original authors of Scripture were inspired by God in 
the original documents that they wrote or dictated.” 

Now, I suppose that what I’m about to say all of these students would agree with. So this may be simply a call 
for greater clarity when we arƟculate something as important as the “doctrine of inspiraƟon.” Nevertheless, 
when it comes to inspiraƟon, it is not the authors who were “inspired,” but the living Word itself that was 
inspired. 

The misunderstanding that the authors were inspired is perpetuated, however, by the very term “inspiraƟon” 
itself, which appears in the tradiƟonal English translaƟon of 2 Timothy 3:16. “All Scripture was given by 
inspiraƟon of God” (KJV and NKJV). Many of the revised or newer translaƟons that have come about over the 
last century were closer to the original Greek text, but sƟll retain the word “inspired.” For example, “All 
Scripture is inspired by God” (NRSV, NASB, HCSB, and several others). 

But the idea of “inspire,” at least the way we think of it today, is actually absent from 2 Timothy 3:16. The 
Greek phrase in quesƟon is simply three words: πᾶσα γραφὴ θεόπνευστος (pasa graphe theopneustos), or “All 
Scripture (is) God-breathed.” This, in fact, is the translaƟon you will find in the NIV and a few lesser known 
versions like the Berean Study Bible. The ESV amplifies the text slightly, with “All Scripture is breathed out by 
God.” 

As every seminary student should be able to tell you, the Greek word θεόπνευστος (theopneustos) is a 
combinaƟon of “God” (θεός; theos) plus “breathed” (πνευστος; pneustos), from the verb meaning “breath or 
blow” (πνέω; pneō). In other words, the acƟon in quesƟon is not “inspiraƟon,” but “spiraƟon”; not a breathing 
in, but a breathing out. 

So what does the phrase in 2 Timothy 3:16 mean then? Simply this, that the Scripture came from God himself. 
That’s it. It was breathed out from his inner being. The Bible is, through and through, literally, God’s own Word. 
That simple fact itself is profoundly significant. But we cluƩer it up by thinking that the phrase speaks to 
the process of God’s breathing out his Word. And it does not. It does not say anything about how God gave his 
Word through the human authors, through visions or through direct communicaƟon or through angels or 
someƟmes through wriƟng to correcƟng an errant church. Neither does the term God-breathed say anything 
about the copies of the original Word (the “autographs”), nor the later translaƟons in various languages, and 



eventually the English language. The phrase tells us that, when God caused his divine word to be wriƩen by 
human authors, he breathed it through them. 

We will, no doubt, conƟnue to use the phrase, “doctrine of inspiraƟon,” even though we have to go out of our 
way to explain it every Ɵme we use it. That is because the word “inspiraƟon” has a deep-rooted history in our 
theological jargon. It’s like the term “virgin birth.” Even though the phrase “virgin concepƟon” is far more 
accurate, you could never convince people to start using it rather than the former. But if we’re going to 
conƟnue to speak of the “inspiraƟon of the Bible,” we should be careful to mean only that. Only the Word of 
God itself is “inspired.” 

 


