
Encouraging Community
for a New Year, Pt. 2
1 Corinthians 1 and 12

1. Definition of Community –  1 Corinthians 1:10
a. “being united by thinking the same and acting the same”
b. katartízō — from katá, “according to, down,” + artizō, “to 

adjust”; from ártios, “properly adjusted,” exactly fit, to be in 
good working order

2. Basis of Community – 1 Corinthians 1:1-5
a. The will of God – v 1
b. Sanctified in Christ Jesus – v 2a
c. Called to be saints together – v 2b
d. Focused upon the Lord Jesus Christ – v 2c
e. Experiencing grace and peace – vv 3-4
f. Enriched in all speech and knowledge – v 5

3. Testimony of Community – 1 Corinthians 1:6

4. Description of Community – 1 Corinthians 1:2 and 9

5. Illustration of Community – 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

a. The Declaration of the Church: Jesus is Lord  
– 1 Corinthians 12:3

b. The Distributions within the Church: Varieties  
– 1 Corinthians 12:4; 1 John 4:17

(1.) Gifts – a grace endowment – 1 Corinthians 12:4

Sermon Insert for January 14, 2024 (2.) Services – a voluntary ministry – 1 Corinthians 12:5

(3.) Activities – (energema) operations resulting from 
God’s power – 1 Corinthians 12:6

(4.) Summary – trinitarian design and action 
– 1 Corinthians 12:7

c. The Description of the Church: The Body  
– 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

(1.) v 12 – “with Christ”

(2.) v 13 – placement into one body

(3.) v 14 – multiple members

(4.) vv 15-16 – no exclusive or less important member

(5.) v 17 – solo members are in need of other members

(6.) vv 18-20 – divine design

(7.) v 21 – the matter of need

(8.) v 22 – the matter of strength

(9.) vv 23-24 – the matter of honor and modesty

(10.) vv 25-26 – the matter of division and care

(11.) v 27 – the matter of fact
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